
Supporting our  

Business Partners
ourtownswf.co.uk FREE
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9

         Delivering 6,000 copies across South Woodham Ferrers

Check out the new competitions on page 14.  
 Woodham Fish Bar now open, view their menu 

on page 2. 
Welcome to all our new trade advertisers. 

Don’t miss our Business Showcase Interview 

ourtownswf.co.uk

Scan the  
QR code below  
to view the full 
online weekly  

magazine or visit 
  the website  

ourtownswf.co.uk

FANTASTIC 
PRIZES  

TO BE WON ON P.14 

Well done to Mia Fowler 
winning the Kidz Photo 
competition last month. 

 

Next month,                       
an interview with 

Paramedic Adam Carr 
from Essex & Herts Air 

Ambulance 





 Advertising from as little as £5 a week 
Call 01245 203123  
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Our Town NewsOur Town News

Welcome 
We had some great prizes last month, and all winners 

have been notified. A big shout out to DJ Dan 
Entertainments who donated the tickets. 

This month, we have even more competitions!                                                                                                                                          
To enter, simply scan the QR Code on p.14, visit our 

website, or head to our Facebook page. 
This month’s competitions are proudly supported by 

Chillies Indian Fusion, The Eatery and Glen Ashley. 
 

What’s new                                                                                                                                                                       
New - Our Trade page has a new competition open to 
all businesses. You can enter by scanning the QR Code 
and if you are selected you will win 3 months of FREE 

advertising on the trade page.  
We have an updated list of book recommendations for 

all ages. 
As we move further towards Easter, make sure you 

have your event on the events section of the website.  
If you would like to advertise and take advantage of all 

the options we have available to you at a fraction of 
the cost, then get in touch details are below. 

Please contact us by email, message, or phone.    
 

     wendy@ourtownmagazine.co.uk or   
Tel: 01245 203123 

FREE first 
haircut for 

babies 

 

Thank you 
A huge thank you to 

everyone who participated 
in our annual charity event 

last Saturday!  

Your generous donations 
and support for our local 

community mean the world 
to us.  

On behalf of myself, my 
team, and the entire 

Railway crew, we truly 
appreciate your continued 
support of the charity work 

we carry out each year.  

We couldn’t do it without 
you! 

Best Wishes Azad



Watch out for all our latest competitions 
ourtownswf.co.uk  
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Our Town School NewsOur Town School News

Encouraging exercise in Essex: 
local pupils advocate to get the 

community active 
 
Pupils from Woodville Primary School in South Woodham 
Ferrers, were recently invited to Hylands House to meet 
with over 200 health sector leaders, policy makers and 
influencers to share their thoughts on an initiative 
designed to encourage more active lifestyles in Essex. 
  
Paul White, Deputy Headteacher at Woodville Primary 
School, said: “This was a wonderful opportunity for our 
children. Pupil voice is something that is really important 
to us. Through their discussions with important 
changemakers, they have learnt the power of speaking up 
to better their community; we look forward to seeing how 
their suggestions are integrated 
into policy. Thank you to Active 
Essex for enabling the next 
generation to get involved with 
creating a healthier and more 
active community!” 
 
Before the school’s visit, children 
worked with teachers to outline 
ways to promote active lifestyles 
while benefitting their 
community. This included 
putting up posters promoting 
healthy lifestyles, increasing the 
number and variety of sports 
clubs available in the area, and 
raising money for the NHS 
through sports fundraising 
initiatives. 
 
Jenson, a pupil at Woodville 
Primary School, said: “It was really 
exciting to go to Hylands House 
and talk to so many important 
people about how to help 
children be more active. We told 
them that sometimes we don’t 
have enough clubs or places to 
play, and we shared our ideas to 
make it more fun. Thank you to 
everyone who listened to my 
friends’ and my ideas. I hope it 
helps everyone be happy, healthy 
and active!” 
 
Woodville Primary School 
encourages its children to be 
active both inside and                      
outside  of school. Its pupils have 
access to a range of physical 
clubs, including Cross Country, 
Football, Dance, Gymnastics and 
more. To learn more about the 
school, its curriculum and 
extracurricular offerings.   
woodvilleprimaryschool.org.uk 
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Pupils from Woodville Primary School visit  
Hylands House



Will Move    
Furniture & 
Uplift Old 
Carpets 



Watch out for all our latest competitions 
ourtownswf.co.uk  
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Our Town Business PartnersOur Town Business Partners

If you have a Mortgage that is coming up for review within the next 12 months,                    
ring us for free advice  

 
Other Services offered which may incur a fee:  

First Time Buyer – New Homes – Movers – Life Insurance – Equity Release 
Remortgaging – Buy-to-Let 

 

MORTGAGE SOLUTIONS
Covering the whole of the Essex area

NO BROKER FEE TO PAY

Disclaimer  
South Woodham Mortgage Solutions is a trading style of Glen Ashley, who is an Appointed              

Representative of Stonebridge Mortgage Solutions Ltd which is authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Conduct Authority. We are entered on the Financial Services Register under firm              

reference number 919419.  
Your property may be repossessed if you do not keep up repayments on your mortgage.

Call 01245 323 500 or 07734 055 833 today!



Watch out for all our latest competitions 
ourtownswf.co.uk  

Our Town Business PartnersOur Town Business Partners
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  Our Town Business ShowcaseOur Town Business Showcase

Watch out for all our latest competitions 
ourtownswf.co.uk  
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Greenoak Concept & Design have been raising the standards for 
more than 10 years. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Head’s of Rettendon, Essex were saying goodbye to their old style look of their property during their total 
property refurbishment of their property and instructed Greenoak gave their property a new lease of life by 
upgrading to our HardiePlank Wall cladding system. 
 
Out with the old and in with the new 
 
It was time for the Head’s old rendering and hung tiles to have a makeover, as their external property was not 
performing or the new modern look, they were going for within their property refurbishment. 
 
The Head’s property was in constant need of painting and maintenance due to the weather, poor thermal 
efficiency, size and location. 
 
This beautiful property is located on top of a hill and open to the elements throughout the year and was in the 
final stages of its year renovation. The Head’s wanted the to give their property the best finish look to the exterior 
as well and maintaining great 
character. Our HardiePlank Maintenance free with boards provided both the look and character they were looking 
for as well as protection from all weathers 
 
At Greenoak Concept & Design, we had the perfect solution for the Head’s. We added all new HardiePlank 
Cladding under our licenced and preferred contractors’ status via James HardiePlank matching their existing 
style to complete their look. 
 
Our HardiePlank wall cladding system is the ultimate solution that combines a maintenance free system, 
authentic look with A-RATED thermally efficient design, and it is the most versatile replacement cladding product 
on the market. 
 
The Head’s old external property was transformed into a beautiful warm and welcoming home once again. 
 
 
 
 
 

Before After





Visit Our Town online magazine every Wednesday  
for all the latest news and updates

Highly qualified plasterer in Chelmsford,  
dedicated to providing first class plastering and 

rendering across Essex. 
 

  Contact Luke on: 
  Mob: 07720 045886 

Facebook.com/hipgrave.plastering

“We have just had a fantastic 

job done by Luke. He 

plastered our hallway and 

back room. The work he has 

done is fabulous and so very 

clean. It’s nice and smooth so 

we can just mist coat and 

paint with no plaster runs, 

diverts, bumps or dents” 

“The back room was going 
well until he unearthed a 
problem, but like a true 

professional he gave brilliant 
advice and options for us, he 
over-came this issue and all I 

can say is WOW …… and just 
to add, he even came back 
on the day he flew out on 

holiday to finish it. ” 

Work in progress

   Flooring                         Coving                    Venetian Ceiling

Established for 15 years but with 
 25+ years experience.

Our Town Book ReviewsOur Town Book Reviews

Modern Indian Fine Dining 
Tel: 01245 426200 / 01245 324260 

Chilliesfusion.co.uk

Opening Hours                
Monday - Thursday               

17.30 – 23.00                                      
Friday - Saturday                                 
17.30 – Midnight                    

Sunday                             
17.30 - 23.30 

 First Floor, Oakland House,  
Reevesway, South Woodham Ferrers, 

 Chelmsford, Essex CM3 5XF

Stories to share with children by Hazel Murrell 

We are a quarter of a way through the National Year of Reading and have seen some brilliant books being published so 
far. With various reports and statistics showing the importance of reading for children, I thought this would be a good 
opportunity to review some of the best books that have been published these last few months, in the hope that they 
inspire some reading together time with the younger generation. 

Starting with picture books to share with the younger children, these create important moments where they can feel 
safe to explore stories together with you, to ask questions and learn about the world around them. A beautiful picture 
book providing lyrical texts and gorgeous illustrations is The Big Journey by master storyteller Michael Rosen and 
Daniel Egneus (9781526671578), seeing the return of Big Bear and Little Bear. This is a story of courage and resilience as 
they undertake their journey to their new home and will want to be read over and over again. 

For a story that make you giggle Ribbit Rabbit by Philip Ardagh and Gareth Conway (9780702329265) is perfectly 
pitched for Easter. A fun and warm picture book to celebrate family, what ever it looks like. The most important thing of 
all is that the love they share, a perfect message for this time of year. 

When it comes to early readers for children learning to read for themselves, it doesn’t get much better than the Bear 
and Bird series which contain short stories about the two friends, in particular the recently published Bear and Bird: 
The Cave and Other Stories by Jarvis (9781529531220) From not being able to remember why they have circled today in 
red in the calendar and assuming that they are meant to be celebrating each other’s birthday, to trying to summon up 
courage to enter the Creepy Cave to retrieve a lost ball, these stories are charming and heartwarming. 

For the older and more confident readers The Last Wolf by Rob Biddulph (9781035037315). Jax, Jovi, Esau and Fourth 
live for full-moon adventures, sneaking out after curfew, dodging the Nighthawks and roaming the empty streets of 
Moonhaven. But when a rare werewolf attack rocks the town, the friends become prime suspects. With the Nighthawks 
closing in on anyone who was out after dark, they’re forced to run – setting off a chain of rumours, secrets and betrayals. 
An edge-of-your-seat illustrated adventure story with short chapters that will help engage reluctant readers, and full of 
twists and turns. 

Reading can come in all forms, and I am a huge advocate for graphic novels as they are accessible, enjoyable and 
introduce additional skills such as decoding pictures and sequential storytelling. One that sticks out this year is Tiny 

Hercules by comic duo Jon Lock and Nich Angell 
(9781035059645). I can see this bold, bright and funny book 
being a hit both inside school and at home, appealing to fans of 
Dog Man and the Phoenix Comics. 

For more book recommendations go to 
https://ourtownswf.co.uk/book-reviews/ 
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Watch out for all our latest competitions 
ourtownswf.co.uk  

  Our Town Business PartnersOur Town Business Partners
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Advertising from as little as £5 a week 
Call 01245 203123  

Our Town Regular FeatureOur Town Regular Feature

The Rotary Club hold its 22nd Swimarathon 

Over the three day weekend of 19th to 22nd March, 244 young and not so young in 
40 teams took to the water in the swimming pool at SWF, completing a total of 
3891lengths at this year’s Rotary Swimarathon. 

The event was kindly opened by our Town Mayor, Councillor Alan Shearing and six 
lanes started the fun, swimming in relay for forty minutes followed by five minutes 
of “mayhem” all swimming together and giving our Rotarians; Inner Wheel 
members and other helpers no small task to accurately count the lengths swam. 

Although the main aim of this event is to have fun and be healthy, it raises money 
for charities through our Charity Account and this year the Mid and South Essex 
Hospitals Dandelion Appeal Charity, which enhances end-of-life care across local 
hospitals, will be the principal recipient. And 50% of the monies raised by each team 
can be paid to a charity of that team’s choice. 

Our sincere thanks go to all participants- schools-youth organisations- family groups and our helpers in running this 
event which is a challenge for our small Rotary Club. Special thanks to our sponsors who enable us to meet the expenses 
of running the event (cost of pool hire etc), maximising the monies going to worthy charitable causes. 

As always, if you are interested in finding out more about Rotary and whether you can possibly help the men and women 
in our Club better to serve our community, please look at our website www.swfrotaryclub.co.uk and Email 
info@swfrotaryclub.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SWF Rotary Club President Derek 
Hutchinson & SWF Mayor, Councillor 

Alan Shearing.

We offer professional I.T. & computer  
related services throughout Essex   

Services 
Home & Business Networking 

PC Component Sales 
Mobile & Tablet Repairs 

Computer Support 
Office Phone Systems 

Opening hours: 
Monday, Weds, Thurs, Fri 09.00 – 17.30 

Tuesday 09.00 – 19.30 
Saturday 11.00 – 15.00 

Sunday Closed

117 Hullbridge Road, South Woodham Ferrers, Chelmsford, Essex, CM3 5LL

   Tel: 01245 426 163   Email: support@ahead4.com

H i g h D e f i n i t i o n

• Intruder Alarms • Locks
• CCTV • Access Control
• Security Lighting 

Also:
• Routine Maintenance
• Emergency Callout

Call us now on 
01245 42 66 17 • 07976 323838
www.highdefsecurity.co.uk

Monitor & control all 
at the touch of a button

We are a local family 
business trading for 
over  years in 
all aspects of 
security systems
Suppliers & Installers of:
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Our Town Trade PageOur Town Trade Page

Aadvertising from as little as £5 a week 
Call 01245 203123  

*We buy Gold & Silver   *Fully Qualified & Insured

* We offer a wider range of repair services in store 
* In store Insurance & Probate Valuations   

22 Queen Elizabeth II Square, South Woodham Ferrers, Essex CM3 5TD 
Tel: 01245 322334    Email: info@alistairblack.co.uk

 
•   Watch Batteries                                      •   Gold soldering from £15 
•   Watch Servicing                                      •   Bespoke design 
•   Watch re-seal                                          •   Pearl & bead re-stringing 
•   Repairs on Prestige & Auto watches    •   Ring sizing from £20 /£25 
•  Claw & setting work                              •   Engraving 
•   Clean & polish from £15                        •   Rhodium plating 

alistair Black
Jewellery & Watch Repairs

Services

The Future of Our Shed:                          
A Call to Action 

 
 
On Friday, 20th March, we welcomed Sir 
John Whittingdale OBE for a flying visit to 
the South Woodham Ferrers Men’s Shed. 
Our Chair, John Bevan, walked him 
through our ambitious vision for the 
future, even sending him home with a 
laser-imprinted coaster and an Essex Shed 
mug. 

Sir John left impressed, but the reality 
behind the scenes is stark: The Shed is at 
a crossroads. 

Since Mister 
Gees launched 
this venture 
three years ago, 
we have become 
a lifeline for local 
men. However, 
keeping our 
doors open costs 
£18,000 every single year in rent and rates, 
etc. This is unsustainable. To secure our 
future, we are working tirelessly on 
planning permission to relocate and 
purchase our own building—but we 
cannot do it without serious funding. 

We need your support now more than 
ever. Whether it is a donation, a corporate 
sponsorship, or simply rejoining the fold, 
every bit of help keeps this community 
hub alive. 

If you have not been to the Shed in a while, 
please come back and see us. If you have 
never been, there’s no better time to start. 
Help us ensure that the South Woodham 
Ferrers Men’s Shed stays a fixture of this 
town for years to come. 

Don't be shy—get in touch today. 

PS... Here's a link to the Go Fund Me page. 

https://gofund.me/b2d879f78 

 

 

Sir John Whittingdale OBE with John Bevan 
paying a visit to SWF Men’s Shed
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Our Town CompetitionsOur Town Competitions

Visit Our Town online magazine every Wednesday  
for all the latest news and updates

Kidz Competition

Scenic Photos      
First prize is £20  

Second prize is £10 
A chance for all you keen young photographers 
to send us your scenic photos and a chance to 

win £20 and you could even get on the cover of 
the next magazine! 

Children must be between 13 & 18 years of age to 
enter 

T’s & C’s Apply.

 

How to enter 

We have teamed up with some of our business 
supporters to give some of our lucky readers the 
opportunity to win these fabulous prizes. 

To enter, scan the QR Code and add your details in 
the form and select which competition you are 
interested in and click send. 

Winners will be notified by email on the 6th May. 

Good luck!

Caption Corner          
First prize for the best caption is £50 

 

How to enter: 

Scan the QR code or visit 
ourtownswf.co.uk/competition 

Winners will be notified by email 
on the 6th May 2026. 

Good luck everyone! 

Scan the QR 
 code to enter 

 the  
competitions

WIN A MEAL WIN A MEAL   
FOR 2 AT CHILLIESFOR 2 AT CHILLIES  

(to the value of £50) 
Winner will be notified by 6th May* 

Scan the QR code to enter.  
*To view terms & conditions go to: 

ourtownswf.co.uk

FOOD & DRINKSFOOD & DRINKS  
VOUCHER £30VOUCHER £30 

                
Winner will be notified by 6th May* 

Scan the QR code to enter.  
*To view terms & conditions go to: 

ourtownswf.co.uk



Our Town Trade PageOur Town Trade Page
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Advertising from as little as £5 a week 
Call 01245 203123  

FAMILY HISTORY GROUP 

LAST  SATURDAY IN THE MONTH 

SOUTH WOODHAM LIBRARY 

1PM - 4PM 

LET US HELP YOU WITH YOUR 
FAMILY HISTORY AND ANCESTRY. 

PAULINE, MARIANNE AND PAUL 
LOOK FORWARD TO MEETING 

YOU.

• Windows and Frames  
• Facias and soffits  
• Conservatories

Call: 07436 001256
percywindowcleaning@gmail.com 

DELIVER YOU
TAXI SERVICE

Reliable • Safe • Affordable 

 ·Friendly Drivers  ·Clean, Comfortable Vehicles  ·Fast Response & Fair Prices  ·Airport and Ferry Ports

Serving the Dengie area 24/7 

Call: 07593995595 

Deliver You is here to get 
you where you need to be—

on time, every time.

· 20 YRS EXPERIENCE · PROFESSIONAL 
· RELIABLE · FULLY INSURED

Visit your local 
South Woodham 
Ferrers branch
Call: 01245 801321
Email: southwoodham@hays-travel.co.uk
4 Heralds Way, Chelmsford, CM3 5TQ

Calling all: 

Plumbers, Electricians, Window Cleaners, 
Mechanics, Builders, Carpet Fitters,                               

Heating Engineers,  Roofers, Plasterers, Painters,  
Gardeners, Fencers,  Double Glazers, Taxis, 

Computer, Locksmiths, Security, Landscapers, Air 
Conditioning Services, Solar Panels 

Advertise here for just £20 a month and have a 
FREE listing in our online Local directory.!

Cafe- Bar- Grill 
Fully Licensed

14-18 Heralds Way 
South Woodham Ferrers 

01245 322263

Hair Salon

13 Heralds Way, South Woodham Ferrers,  
Chelmsford, United Kingdom 

Tel: 01245 321121 
www.silhouettes.biz 

Silhouettes offers a personal, friendly 
and professional  

experience in a relaxed environment. 

BUSINESSES ONLYBUSINESSES ONLY  
Win 3 months of advertising onWin 3 months of advertising on  

this page!this page!  
Scan the Competitions QR codeScan the Competitions QR code  

to enter.to enter.   
Winner will be notified by 6th May* 

*To view terms & conditions go to: 
ourtownswf.co.uk

Scan the QR 
 code to enter 

 the  
competitions




